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Wow, with so much happening in
the events calendar last month, |
totally forgot a couple of things.
Firstly, a huge welcome to eve-
rybody from Clarkes, who be-
came our latest sponsor.

Clarkes is a family run business
with a dedicated team lead by
Dave and Dan. They have been
trading, restoring and an active
part of the Jaguar scene for over
40 years. All are self confessed
"petrol heads" that have a pas-
sion for all cars classic, exotic
and interesting. The XJS has al-
ways played a huge part in all
our lives from Dave owning
many different
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models and guises and Dan grow-
ing up around them.

Secondly, the events section of the
website is getting more and more
complete. Most of the events now
have links from our online events
page, so please use these and
book online, it's a lot quicker, saves
paperwork and stamps as well. We
are still waiting for a couple more
events to get back to us with further
details, discount codes etc. and will
publish these as soon as we know
them. If you know of an event near
you and you want us to advertise it,
please get in touch and we will do
our best to plug it.
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NEW MEMBERS

A very warm welcome to the following new members

MO07 JDC Knut Skaar
SDE 775 Ulf Nilsson
M345 AGL David Green
M705 HDD Richard Hayes
M160 MAN Richard Jowett
PPT 2664 Dallas R Bolan
C521 PPA David Bell
ASSOC 63 Anthony Altman
M70 BJF Barrie Fairfield
5B 62177 Roman Iska

JNZ 2327 Craig Gentleman
J950 KRH John Doherty
F444 DCL Andrew Pacey
N25 APY Lawrence Burniston
WIB 4060 Stephen Newman

Coupe 1987 53
Coupe 1988 3.6
Convertible 1995 6.0
Coupe 1994 4.0
Coupe 1995 4.0
Convertible 1995 4.0
Cabriolet 1985 3.6
Convertible 1995 4.0
Convertible 1988 5.3
Coupe 1993 6.0
Coupe 1992 4.0
Convertible 1989 53
Coupe 1996 4.0
Convertible 1995 4.0
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LISTER RESTORATION

This is the second part of a series of articles Owner Member Si-
mon Spurrell tells his tale of a Lister XJS restoration and how he
coped with a well trodden path that nearly all Classic Car and
XJS owners will be all too familiar with....

Welcome back to part two of the resto-
ration of my 1982 Jaguar XJS Lister.
The plan is to restore what | originally
thought was a sound, low mileage ex-
ample of its type ready before my 50"
birthday in July this year.

My journey has become increasingly
more painful to my pocket and I liken
the ownership to that of an onion as
each layer peeled back makes me shed
more tears! As the Jaguar is known as
the ‘big cat’ | think | have certainly used
up a few of its and my own nine lives al-
ready but there is no going back now.
The restoration process as many of you
will know from your own experience has
spiralled into a much bigger project re-
quiring considerably more demands on
my budget than | had ever expected.
Despite of the many new challenges the
XJS reveals to us on a daily basis, my
talented restorer Laszlo, has worked
long and hard trying to keep it on sched-
ule for completion before my 50" Birth-
day in July.

| can report that | am still married, but |
think this may be down to the fact that
my wife has not actually read the previ-
ous article. She or Becky as she prefers
to be called has freely admitted her total
disinterest with cars and their restora-
tion. No wonder she did not share my
fevered joy at my announcement that
series five of Car SOS was scheduled
for 8" March. Her general consensus is
that the money | am ‘wasting’ on the car,

could much better be wasted on the eqg-
uine money pit | have been cursed with
shovelling into for both wife and daugh-
ter for 15 years.

With that potentially life altering state-
ment out of the way, can | say thank you
to those who have for provided compli-
mentary feedback for my first article.
This episode is less epic in story and
background and more technical and re-
storative. | do have to confess that this
issue of the article is still behind the true
schedule of the car. Episode three in
April will have brought you up to the real
time situation and the final push to com-
plete the car.

Rear Valance Fabrication — Steel not
Fibreglass!

As you will have seen in part one, the
car required a lot of structural panels to
be replaced. So after extensive search-
ing of the internet, new floor pans, inner
and outer sills and front valances ar-
rived from David Manners. The next re-
pair task was the rear valances. Despite
much searching we realised that the
rear valance sections are not available
in steel. There are lower cost fibreglass
replicas available and these would tech-
nically not be visible under the Lister
body kit. | discussed this option with
Laszlo my restorer who is very much a
purist in his restoration technique. He
felt this direction would not be faithful to
a complete restoration. He convinced
me as usual in his unsubtle way of



asking me if | could live with the
knowledge that the panels were fibre-
glass, and if | wanted a shortcut that
was ok but... The reverse psychology
works every time with me and so it was
decided he would cut out the rust and re
-fabricate the rear valance in steel.

Having long abandoned the notion that
the restoration might be light on tasks
and cost, | have resigned myself to do-
ing a proper full restoration. Every rust
patch and corrosion will be cut out and
replaced so that as Laszlo says it will be
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as good if not better than when it left
Jaguars Brown Street, Coventry produc-
tion plant in 1982.

Both valance sections suffered the same
fate as the sills due to the Lister body kit
having been back filled with absorbent
expanding foam. Both the inner and out-
er rear valance sections were corroded
and needed the lower sections cutting
out and new steel welding into place.

As you can see below the before and af-
ter of the inner section on the nearside.

The outer valance on both sides needed cutting out fabrication then replacement.
Similar treatment was required on the offside of the car for the inner and outer val-

ance.
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The Floor Pans
When both floor pans were
cut out this revealed yet fur-
ther horrors of rust and cor-
rosion, all of which had to be
removed refabricated and
welded back into place.

The centre strengthening box section
was removed and welded back in place
along with a replacement bulk head and
replacement mounting brackets.

Shown above is the floor pan cut out
exposing further rust areas on the
bulk head.



The Sills

So back to the sills which were bad
enough to affect the integrity and
structure of the entire car. Every sec-
tion of the car that is and will be re-
moved has revealed either surface
rust that has been treated then
sealed or corrosion that is cut out
and replaced. The whole body tub
will eventually be completely rust
free.

The inners sill cut out and replaced.
The area surrounding the jacking
point had to be refabricated and also
replaced see below.
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The inner sill completed the outer sill
is prepared for fitting. The door
mounting bracket show here has also

Outer sill tacked on and then fitted
below
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The offside rear wing section was badly corroded and needed to be cut out and
patched at the same time as the sills was reattached.

Here is the same rear wing section
after the new steel has been welded
then ground back.

Front Wings & Doors

The front wings on first inspection
looked ok but after removal it was
clear to see that there was some-
thing wrong. The removal of the
wings and lights also revealed further
corrosion where these components
had been attached. No replacement
parts are available to buy for these
bits so Laszlo had to template these
then cut out and form new steel sec-
tions and weld them back into place
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Before and after removing the wing The doors like everything else on the
mounting areas. car had its own special surprise for us.
Laszlo suspected that the door skins
had been bodged at some point with
filler.

They also lacked the drain holes at the
bottom of the doors meaning water will
have been trapped in the cavities. It
was decided that the wings doors and
also the boot should be sent away for
shot blasting to find out what was lurk-
ing under the blistered paintwork. The
result for all parts was a lower section
that resembled a lace curtain and the
boot lid being considered a right off and
needing a replacement.

The front and the bottom of each wing
had to be refabricated.

Laszlo did order an aftermarket re-
placement wing, but it was so far out
of fit that he sent this back and re-
paired both instead.
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The lower sections of the doors needed to have the corroded metal cut out refabri-
cated and welded in place both sides of the doors were affected and repaired. The
drain holes were reinstated at the same time.

At this point we shall take a natural pause in the restoration story. The next epi-
sode should bring you all up to date in near real time.

| can also confirm that my recent decision to sell one of my companies is not di-
rectly attributed to the funding requirements of my first and maybe last restora-
tion project but it will help. In the meantime, | just keep having tell myself over
and over again - ‘this will be an appreciating asset, and it will be worth it in the
end’!





